
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Andrew Theising        

Department: Political Science     Phone Number: (618) 650-2308 

E-mail Address: atheisi@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1453 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   POLS 310 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? Up to 3 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Peck Hall 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
I have received three caches of rare historical documents/memorabilia that are heading to an existing research 

collection in the SIUE archives (about 1,000 pages in total). These documents must be sorted, catalogued, perhaps 

digitally reproduced, and a finding aid developed. Documents include land records, financial statements, personal 

letters, insurance documents, tax papers, and fraternal organization memorabilia. Once organized and prepared, we 

will sketch out at least two possible research projects (perhaps biographies of the documents' original owners) for 

eventual publication. If a student wanted to enroll in an independent study with me (POLS310), then this writing 

project could be part of that. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
These documents are boxed up from a donor and completely unorganized. The student will carefully and gently sort 

them into meaningful groupings (which means each document will be reviewed for content and significance), 

catalog them in acid-free archival storage folders, create an electronic log of the item that will become an archival 

finding aid used by Lovejoy Library. Once the items are organized and we know what's in there, we can start 

sketching out what kind of research paper could be created based on the content. This can inform my own research 

in the future, or the student could pursue this project as part of independent study. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
   1. the proper handling and cataloguing of archival material (we will meet with the archivist for instruction)  

   2. a methodical content analysis of historical documents  

   3. research design for a paper based on the historical content  

   4. how to create an archival finding aid  

   5. (if done for credit, the development of a research paper that will be submitted for regional publication) 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

This project will take place during regular business hours, on school days, on the SIUE campus.  

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
All work is on the SIUE campus. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
None. 

 

 


